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SUBJ: LABOUR PARTY HOLDS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. NZ LABOUR PARTY HELD ITS 57 TH ANNUAL 
CONEERENCE MAY 7-10 IN WELLINGTON' S TOWN HALL. PROCEED- 
INGS WERE GENERALLY CALM, WITH DELEGATES SHOWING LITTLE 
INTEREST IN ANY RESOLUTIONS WHICH MIGHT UPSET PARTY 
LEADERS. PM KIRK CALLED ON DELEGATES TO ALLOW HIS 

GOVT OPPORTUNITY TO EULEILL PARTY' S MANIEESTO BEEORE 
ANY NEW RADICAL CHANGES ARE MADE IN THIS MANIEESTO. 

DELEGATES GAVE OVERWHELMING SUPPORT TO KIRK ON INTERNATIONAL 
AEFAIRS. THEMESOE CONFERENCE WERE VICTORY AND UNITY BETWEEN 
TWO WINGS OE LABOR MOVEMENT, BUT UNIONS HAD TO EIGHT TO 
PRESERVE THEIR VOTING POWER AND HOLD OVER PARTY' S EXECUTIVE 
AGAINST STRONG ATTACK EROM PARTY' S INTELLECTURAL LEET WING. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. ANNUAL CONEERENCE OE NZ LABOUR PARTY HAD AIR OE 
VICTORY CELEBRATION AS DELEGATES SHARED GLORY OE 
ELECTION WIN WITH LABOUR CABINET. PM KIRK SET TENOR 

OE CONEERENCE IN HIS ANNUAL REPORT FROM PARLIAMENTARY 
LABOUR PARTY. HE REVIEWED HIS GOVERNMENT' S ACTIVITIES 
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IN PAST FIVE MONTHS AND ADVISED DELEGATES THEY NOW 
REPRESENT GOVERNING PARTY AND MUST ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITIES 
THIS IMPOSES. HE WARNED AGAINST ANY ATTEMPTS TO 
DRASTICALLY ALTER PARTY' S POLICIES, SAYING PARTY HAS 
CONTRACT TO FULFILL ITS ELECTION MANIFESTO BEFORE MAKING 
NEW OR RADICAL DEPARTURES FROM THIS MANIFESTO. UNITY WAS 
NEEDED FOR LABOUR TO REMAIN AN EFFECTIVE GOVT. HE 
ALSO WARNED AGAINST COMPLACENCY AND ASKED DELEGATES TO 
BEGIN WORK NOW FOR 1975 ELECTIONS. 

3 . CONF OVERWHELMINGLY REJECTED NUMBER OF 
RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR GNZ TO ALTER ITS FOREIGN POLICY 
TO MORE LEFT- WING STANCE. THESE RESOLUTIONS INCLUDED 
IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL FROM SEATO, ANZUS, ASPAC, AND FPDA; 

RECOGNITION OF PRG, DRV AND SIHANOUK' S GOVT, WHILE 
WITHDRAWING RECOGNITION FROM GVN AND LON NOL, AND 
IMMEDIATE REMOVAL OF 7. S. MILITARY INSTALLATIONS FROM 

NZ. YOUNG, LEFT- WING DELEGATES LED DEBATE ON THIS, BUT DELEGATES 

FOLLOWED KIRK' S ADVICE NOT TO PUSH HIS GOVERNMENT INTO 

A CORNER. KIRK PERSONALLY RESPONDED TO ALL ATTACKS ON 

GNZ FOREIGN POLICY AND NOTED HE DID NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD 

SERVE CAUSE OF PEACE FOR GNZ TO ACT PRECIPITATELY ON 

THESE MATTERS. ALL RESOLUTIONS WERE DEFEATED, INCLUDING 

CALL FOR IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL FROM SEATO. 

4. KIRK AND FOL PRESIDENT SKINNER STRESSED NEW 
CLOSER RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TWO WINGS OF LABOR MOVE- 
MENT, BOTH SAYING TWO WINGS MUST COMPLIMENT BUT NOT 
DOMINATE EACH OTHER. INTENSE BATTLE DEVELOPED, 

HOWEVER, BETWEEN UNION DELEGATES AND LEFT- WING INTELLECT- 
UALS OVER CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS RELATING TO UNIONS' 

VOTING STRENGTH, METHOD OF DUES PAYMENT, AND ABILITY 

TO CONTROL PARTY' S EXECUTIVE. UNIONS WON IN A CLOSE 
VOTE, BUT EPISODE REVEALS STRENGTH OF FEELING DEVELOP- 
ING OVER UNION POWER WITHIN LABOUR PARTY. 

5. CONFERENCE ELECTED CHARLES M. BENNETT AS PARTY 
PRESIDENT, MAKING FIRST TIME A MAORI HAS HELD THIS 
POSITION. BENNETT WAS REPLACED AS VICE PRESIDENT BY 
EDDIE ISBEY, LABOUR MP FROM GREY LYNN, AND FORMER 
SECRETARY OF AUCKLAND WATERSIDE WORKERS UNION. ISBEY' S 
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VICTORY WAS SEEN AS A MARK OF TRADE UNION STRENGTH IN 
THE PARTY, BUT WAS AIDED BY HIS APPEAL AMONG LEFT- WING 
GROUPS. 

6. COMMENT. CONFERENCE WAS GENERALLY QUIET, WITH 
DELEGATES IN SELF- CONGRATULATORY MOOD OVER ELCTION. 

KIRK' S ADVICE ON NOT ROCKING THE BOAT WAS HEEDED, 
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BUT IT WAS OBVIOUS FROM DEBATE THAT LEFT WING WILL 
RETURN TO THE ATTACK AT 1974 CONFERENCE, ESPECIALLY ON 
INTERNATIONAL ITEMS AND ON PUSHING FOR MORE RAPID 
MOVEMENT BY LABOUR GOVERNMENT TOWARDS A SOCIALIST STATE. 
CONEERENCE WAS ALSO A WARNING TO UNIONS THAT THEIR STRENGTH 
IN PARTY IS BEING CHALLENGED, AND THEY WILL NEED TO 
CONSOLIDATE THEIR POWER WHILE ALTERING THEIR APPROACH 
TO CONEERENCE PROCEEDINGS. AT PRESENT THEY HAVE SUPPORT 
OE PARTY' S MODERATE NONUNION ELEMENT BUT WILL NEED 
TO WORK WITH PARTY LEADERS TO HELP RID THEMSELVES OF 
IMAGE AS BEING LABOUR PARTY' S CONSERVATIVE RIGHT WING. 

WOOD 
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